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The Homeland Security Appropriations bill addresses our nation’s most pressing security needs, 
working to implement many of the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission and fulfilling the 
commitments made by the House in the 9/11 bill passed in January.  
   
The bill makes reductions to programs that are low priority or have management problems in order to 
free up funds for crucial spending.  New emphasis is placed on protecting our ports and our rail and 
transit systems.  The bill provides support to our states and local communities for preventing and 
responding to terrorist threats and natural disasters.  Aviation security is strengthened with 
improvements to baggage screenings and a requirement that TSA double the amount of cargo 
screened for explosives on passenger aircraft. Critical investments are made into border and 
immigration security, providing for record numbers of border patrol agents (17,819 in total), and 
detention beds (28,450).     
 
And it ensures that taxpayer dollars are well spent by requiring specific new accountability and 
management reforms related to contracting, procurement, and competition.  
 
 
Bill Total 
2007 Enacted:  $33.7 billion (does not include supplemental) 
President’s Request:  $34.2 billion 
Committee Mark:  $36.3 billion 
 
 
 
 
KEY INVESTMENTS 
 
First Responder and Port Security Grant Programs:  $4.52 billion, $1.97 billion above the 
President’s request and $863 million above 2007.  These grants were funded at $4.92 billion in 2004 
and have been cut every year since even as homeland security costs have continued to rise.  Included 
within this total are the following:   

 

· State Grants, including law enforcement:  $950 million, $50 million above 2007 and $700 
million above the President’s request for grants used to plan, equip and train local first responders 
to respond to terrorist attacks and catastrophic incidents.  

 

· Urban Area Grants:  $800 million, $30 million above 2007 and equal to the President’s request 
to help high risk urban areas improve their ability to prevent, protect, respond to, and recover from 
acts of terrorism. 



 2 

 
· Transit Grants:  $400 million, $225 million above 2007 and the President’s request, to protect 

critical transit infrastructure, including rail and ferry systems, in high-threat areas.   
 
 

· Emergency Management Performance Grants:  $300 million, $100 million above 2007 and the 
President’s request, for all-hazard grants for State and local emergency managers.  The National 
Emergency Management Agency’s 2006 Performance Grant Report estimates a $287 million 
shortfall in this program. 

 

· Fire Grants (including SAFER): $800 million, $138 million above 2007 and $500 million above 
the President’s request, to address the communication, equipment and staffing problems facing 
local fire departments.   

 

· Metropolitan Medical Response System: $50 million, $17 million above 2007, eliminated in the 
President’s request, to help high threat communities respond to mass casualty incidents including 
terrorism, epidemics, natural disasters and hazardous materials incidents. 

 

· Interoperable Communications Grants: $50 million to continue a program funded by the 
Department of Commerce in 2007 to help local police, firefighters and emergency responders to 
talk to each other during a crisis. 

 

· Port Security Grants:   $400 million, $190 million above 2007 and the President’s request, for 
grants to protect critical port facilities and infrastructure, meeting the level authorized in the Safe 
Ports act.  This is the largest single investment Congress has made to implementing the security 
requirements of the Maritime Transportation Security Act. 

 
REAL ID Grants: $50 million, not funded in 2007 or in the President’s request, to help states to 
comply with REAL ID, an unfunded mandate requiring state licenses to meet new standards in order 
to be used for federal identification purposes.   
 
 
Transportation Security Administration: $6.62 billion, $307 million above 2007 and $219 million 
above the President’s request. This includes: 
 

· Explosive Detection System: $849 million for procurement, installation and maintenance of 
equipment to protect commercial aircraft, allowing TSA to address the most pressing needs 
identified in their recent aviation baggage screening study.   

 

· Air Cargo Explosive Screening: $78 million to double the amount of cargo screened on 
passenger aircraft.   

 

· Secure Flight Certification: Requires the head of TSA to certify that no security risks are raised 
by TSA’s Secure Flight plans that would limit screening of airline passenger names only against a 
subset of the full terrorist watch list. 

 
 
Customs and Border Protection:   $8.8 billion, $50 million above the request and $797 million 
above 2007.  $1 billion is provided for border security fencing and tactical infrastructure and 3,000 
additional border patrol agents are funded.  The Committee mark adds $27 million for 250 additional 
Customs and Border Patrol Officers for commercial operations and C-TPAT validation – verifying 
that “trusted shippers” have in place necessary security measures – as mandated in the SAFE Port 
Act.  




